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tunate had occurred to my husband, since he insisted so pertinaciously upon my going to this ball. On my arrival at Neuilly I found a friend there waiting to learn the result of my petition; he took the same view of the subject; and when, after a long stroll under the balmy limes which bordered the canal, he took leave of me to return to Paris, I felt reassured, and much more tranquil.
I went to the fgte; regulated like its predecessors, and equal in magnificence, I know not why it appeared dull and melancholy. The Emperor either did not come at all, or came but for a moment. I was so absorbed in my own feelings that I cannot now remember whether he came or not. I do not understand how it happened that he who usually was so tenacious of his popularity with his good citizens of Paris should not on this occasion have made an effort to gratify them.
The senatus-consultum authorizing the levy of eighty thousand conscripts of the classes of 1806, 7, 8, 9, and 10, to be forthwith brought into actual service had just appeared, and had struck a kind of stupor upon the city. There was even some talk of calling out eighty thousand conscripts of the class 1810, as yet scarcely eighteen years of age; they were to be reserved, it was said, to guard the coasts. The Emperor knew all the reports that were circulated, and was certainly not ignorant of what was said in the shops of Paris. Here, then, was his motive for insisting on my appearance at this entertainment. Had I been absent, the most absurd of the suppositions current concerning the fate of Junot and his army would have acquired a dangerous consistency.
Thus it is that such men as Napoleon consider private interests and feelings as perfect nullities in the political balance. I have since learned that the Battle of Vimiera, which was fought on the 21 st of August, was near destroying Junot and the army! Was the Emperor totally ignorant of this battle on the 4th of September? I think not; no doubt he would have acquired some confused intelligence of it through the medium of England.
This ftte was excessively dull, or so at least it appeared to me. The Empress was present a very short time, and would not stay to supper. I had a dreadful headache, but did not like to retire at the same time; it would have looked absurd. I stayed to supper, and some foreigners